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to it that by your command execution is done upon her person in presence of yourselves and of Sir Amyas Paulet, and of such other officials as you shall order to be present; in witness whereof, and that said execution may be carried out in such manner and form, at such time and place, and by such persons as you five, four, three, or two shall, in your discretion, deem meet, all laws, statutes and ordinances to the contrary notwithstanding, we have caused the Great Seal of England to be affixed to these presents, which shall be full and sufficient warrant forever for you and each of you, and for all who shall be present or shall do by your command aught pertaining to the execution of said sentence. " Done at our Palace of Greenwich, the first day of February (February 10, new style), in the twenty-ninth year of our reign."
Mary listened to the reading with the utmost tranquillity and queenly dignity; when it was at an end she said, crossing herself:
" Thrice welcome be aught that comes in the name of God I I thank Thee, 0 Lord, for that Thou dost deign to put an end to all the ills Thou hast seen me suffer for nineteen years and more."
"Madame," said the Earl of Kent, "be not offended with us because of your condemnation ; it was essential for the tranquillity of the State and the spread of the new religion."
" In that case," cried Mary, joyfully, " it will be my blessed lot to die for the faith of my fathers; in that case God deigns to accord me the glory of martyrdom. I thank Thee, 0 my God," she added, clasping her hands with less excitement, but more pious fervor, " I thank Thee for that Thou dost deign to permit me to